[bookmark: _GoBack]Prompt #1: Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, please share your story.
Watching the news with my parents one night, I heard a story about India, which included an interview with a man speaking Hindi. Suddenly entranced, I struggled to make sense of the incredible sounds tumbling out of his mouth and immediately knew that the language was a puzzle I needed to solve. The next year in 12th grade, I signed up to study Hindi to fulfill my language requirement and have since fallen in love with both the country and culture. In fact, learning Hindi has become part of my identity and I associate with both Afghan and Indian culture now.
While many of my classmates started studying Hindi because of their interest in Hindi songs and Bollywood movies, I find the language itself to be the most exciting aspect of the country’s culture. Like the orderly society for which India is extremely famous, Hindi has just a handful of grammar exceptions, unlike English, which has hundreds. To compensate for this ease of learning the rules, Hindi also includes many similar words, expressions and phrases with the languages of Afghanistan, Pashto and Farsi so it becomes much easier and understandable, making writing an art form as well as a means of communication.
Beyond the joy of stringing together tonal sentences and scratching out letters no one nearby can understand, the most striking aspect of Indian culture is the festivals of lights,(DEWALE).it is a five-day celebration that includes good food, fireworks, colored sand and special candles and lamps.as I lived in India for 5 years to complete my studies in bachelor of technology, Civil Engineering. I spent weeks outside college campus living with a host family in Delhi NCR on festival days, being a highly spiritual country, festivals are the heart of people’s lives in India. The numerous and varied festivals that are held throughout the year offer a unique way of seeing Indian culture at its best. The Indian culture is the heritage of social norms, ethical values, traditional customs, belief system, political system, artifacts and technologies that originated in or are associated with the Indian subcontinent. The country’s appreciation of history while constantly keeping an eye towards the future is both mind-boggling and fascinating to me.
While Hindi certainly wasn’t a part of my identity growing up in suburban area of Afghanistan, it has definitely become a part of who I am as a young adult. The more I learn about the language and culture, the more I seem to learn about myself. While it’s debatable whether an Afghan can truly ever “belong” in India, I know that I couldn’t belong anywhere without pursuing my passion of mastering the language and learning all that I can about the Land of the shinning Sun Bharatvarsh.

